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1. Introduction: Repositioning Indian Feminist Science Fiction 

Feminist science fiction has functioned as a radical literary space in which dominant narratives of 

gender, technology, and power are reimagined. From mid-twentieth-century speculative dystopias to 

posthuman cybernetic narratives, feminist writers have employed speculative futures to critique 

patriarchal structures embedded in technological modernity. However, scholarly discourse in 

feminist science fiction remains disproportionately centered on Euro-American traditions. 

Despite the expanding corpus of Indian speculative fiction, its feminist dimensions have not been 

sufficiently integrated into global theoretical conversations. This absence produces two critical 

limitations: first, it universalizes Western techno-feminist paradigms; second, it marginalizes Global 

South articulations of speculative thought. 
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This paper addresses this lacuna by examining how contemporary Indian science fiction reworks 

feminist speculative frameworks. Rather than merely replicating Western cyborg paradigms, Indian 

authors embed gender critique within caste stratification, ecological vulnerability, postcolonial 

technological anxiety, and mythic cosmology. Indian feminist speculation therefore produces a 

distinct form of posthuman thought one that is relational, intersectional, and ecologically conscious. 

The central argument advanced here is that Indian feminist science fiction does not simply “apply” 

Western feminist theory but actively expands it by introducing new epistemologies shaped by historical 

and socio-cultural specificities. Furthermore, positioning Indian feminist science fiction within global 

debates challenges the implicit assumption that theoretical innovation flows only from the West to the 

Global South. Instead, Indian speculative narratives demonstrate that feminist futurity emerges from 

culturally specific anxieties surrounding development, nationalism, and social stratification. By 

foregrounding these localized pressures, Indian feminist SF contributes alternative epistemologies that 

complicate universalist feminist frameworks. 

2. Theoretical Framework: Cyborgs, Posthumanism, and Intersectionality 

In synthesizing cyborg theory, posthuman nomadism, and intersectionality, this study adopts a 

comparative yet culturally attentive methodology. Rather than treating Western feminist theory as 

universally applicable, it reads Indian speculative texts dialogically examining how they adapt, resist, 

and reconfigure established frameworks. This approach ensures that theory remains dynamic and 

responsive to cultural specificity rather than prescriptive. 

2.1 Cyborg Feminism and Technological Hybridity 

Donna Haraway’s “A Cyborg Manifesto” remains foundational in feminist speculative theory. 

Haraway conceptualizes the cyborg as a hybrid entity that destabilizes binaries human/machine, 

male/female, nature/culture. The cyborg becomes a metaphor for political resistance against 

patriarchal and capitalist structures. 

Western feminist science fiction frequently mobilizes the cyborg to critique technoscientific 

militarism and corporate power. However, Haraway’s cyborg emerged within late-capitalist 

American contexts. Indian feminist SF engages technological hybridity differently often 

foregrounding infrastructural unevenness rather than seamless integration. 

In the Indian context, the cyborg metaphor acquires additional layers of meaning. It often symbolizes 

negotiation rather than rupture a mediation between inherited tradition and emergent modernity. 

Technological hybridity thus reflects social hybridity, where identities are shaped by colonial 

histories, digital globalization, and deeply embedded cultural practices. 

2.2 Posthuman Nomadism 

Rosi Braidotti develops the notion of the nomadic posthuman subject fluid, relational, and non-

essentialist. This framework critiques Enlightenment humanism’s emphasis on autonomy and 

rational mastery. Indian feminist speculative narratives resonate with posthuman relationality but 

frequently relocate it within ecological cosmologies and collective identities rather than purely 

technological transformations. 
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Indian speculative narratives frequently embed posthuman subjectivity within collective 

consciousness rather than isolated individuality. The nomadic subject becomes relationally grounded 

situated within community, ecology, and memory. This subtle shift reframes posthumanism as 

ethically accountable rather than merely ontologically fluid. 

2.3 Intersectionality and Caste-Gender Nexus 

Kimberlé Crenshaw’s intersectionality underscores how systems of power intersect. In the Indian 

context, gender operates within caste, class, religion, and linguistic hierarchies. Indian feminist 

science fiction often encodes these layered structures within speculative futures, thereby 

complicating Western models that prioritize gender as the primary axis. By incorporating caste into 

feminist speculative imagination, Indian SF broadens intersectional discourse beyond race-based 

paradigms dominant in Western theory. Speculative futures thus become spaces where entrenched 

caste hierarchies are either intensified or radically dismantled, revealing the structural endurance of 

social stratification across temporal boundaries. 

3. Historical Context: Indian Science Fiction and Cultural Memory 

Indian speculative imagination precedes modern science fiction through epic narratives such as the 

Ramayana and Mahabharata, which depict celestial technologies and cosmic warfare. These 

mythological imaginaries establish a long-standing cultural engagement with speculative cosmology. 

Modern Indian science fiction developed during colonial modernity. Figures such as Satyajit Ray and 

Premendra Mitra contributed to early structured speculative narratives. However, feminist 

intervention became more pronounced in contemporary literature, particularly in English-language 

writing engaged with global readerships. 

Indian science fiction differs from Western techno-optimism in its persistent awareness of 

developmental asymmetry. Technology is rarely neutral; it is tied to state power, neoliberal 

capitalism, and uneven access. This historical layering mythological cosmology, colonial modernity, 

and contemporary globalization produces a uniquely stratified speculative imagination. Indian 

science fiction does not simply look forward; it oscillates between temporal registers, integrating 

ancestral memory with futuristic possibility. Such temporal multiplicity complicates linear narratives 

of technological progress. 

4. Vandana Singh: Ecological Feminism and Planetary Embodiment 

Vandana Singh’s speculative fiction offers a profound articulation of ecological posthumanism. In The 

Woman Who Thought She Was a Planet, embodiment becomes porous and cosmic. The protagonist’s 

identification with planetary systems destabilizes anthropocentric subjectivity and reframes the feminine 

self as ecologically entangled. Unlike mechanized cyborg narratives, Singh’s posthumanism emphasizes 

planetary consciousness. The body is not technologically enhanced but cosmologically expanded. This 

ecological turn challenges extractive modernity and masculinist control over nature. 

Singh’s feminist speculation foregrounds environmental degradation as inseparable from social 

injustice. Her narratives frequently situate marginalized communities within speculative ecologies, 

underscoring that environmental catastrophe disproportionately affects the vulnerable. 
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This move extends posthuman theory beyond machinic hybridity toward eco-relational feminism. 

The feminine subject is reconstituted as interconnected rather than autonomous, echoing South Asian 

philosophical notions of interdependence. Singh’s feminist speculation ultimately reframes agency as 

ecological responsibility. The dissolution of rigid bodily boundaries mirrors the dissolution of 

hierarchical separations between human and nonhuman life. In doing so, her narratives propose an 

ethics of care that extends beyond gender politics toward planetary survival, positioning feminist 

subjectivity as inherently environmental. 

5. Samit Basu: Myth-Technological Hybridity and Gendered Agency 

Samit Basu’s work, particularly The Simoqin Prophecies, exemplifies hybrid speculative structures 

that merge mythology with technological imagination. His narratives destabilize singular heroic 

masculinity and redistribute narrative agency across diverse characters, including powerful female 

figures. Technology in Basu’s fiction intersects with mythic cosmology, producing layered worlds 

where ancient and futuristic elements coexist. This hybridity resists Western binaries between 

rational science and mythic tradition. 

Female characters in Basu’s narratives navigate political systems shaped by power struggles, 

magical-technological apparatuses, and imperial legacies. Their agency often emerges through 

adaptability, intelligence, and coalition-building rather than dominance. 

Basu’s speculative imagination reflects postcolonial negotiation technology is both empowering and 

destabilizing. Gendered power shifts occur within systems shaped by historical trauma and global 

capitalism. Basu’s narrative strategies also highlight the instability of authority structures. By 

distributing power across diverse characters and destabilizing singular protagonists, his fiction 

mirrors feminist critiques of centralized patriarchal dominance. Gendered agency emerges through 

negotiation, coalition, and adaptive intelligence rather than conquest. 

6. Technology, Development, and Gendered Modernity 

Indian feminist science fiction foregrounds the uneven distribution of technological access. Unlike 

the centralized dystopian structures in Brave New World, Indian speculative narratives frequently 

depict fragmented technological landscapes marked by infrastructural disparity. 

Digital expansion in India coexists with rural marginalization and caste-based exclusion. Feminist 

speculative fiction encodes these realities within futuristic settings. Women’s access to technological 

agency is mediated by socio-economic positioning. Technology thus becomes a contested terrain. It 

can function as empowerment granting mobility and knowledge but also as surveillance and control. 

Indian feminist SF resists simplistic techno-utopianism, instead presenting technology as entangled 

within power hierarchies. This ambivalence toward technology reflects broader national debates 

about digital progress and economic reform. Indian feminist speculative fiction refuses deterministic 

narratives, instead presenting technological modernity as a contested field shaped by policy, 

capitalism, and social resistance. Women’s technological agency is therefore contextual rather than 

abstract. 
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7. Ecological Crisis and Posthuman Ethics 

Climate change, water scarcity, and urban pollution profoundly shape contemporary Indian life. 

Feminist speculative fiction integrates these anxieties into posthuman imaginaries. Singh’s ecological 

consciousness aligns with global ecofeminism but remains grounded in South Asian environmental 

realities. The speculative future becomes a site to imagine ethical relationality rather than 

technological domination. This ecological orientation marks a significant departure from Western 

cyberpunk traditions that privilege digital augmentation over environmental critique. The ecological 

orientation of Indian feminist SF underscores that futurity cannot be imagined without environmental 

sustainability. Speculative narratives thus function as ethical laboratories, staging scenarios that 

compel readers to reconsider anthropocentric entitlement. Feminist posthumanism, in this context, 

becomes inseparable from ecological stewardship. 

8. Expanding Global Feminist Science Fiction 

Indian feminist speculative fiction contributes to global discourse in three transformative ways: 

1. Re-centering Ecology: Posthumanism becomes planetary rather than purely technological. 

2. Embedding Intersectionality: Gender is inseparable from caste and postcolonial history. 

3. Mytho-Technological Hybridity: Tradition and futurity coexist, challenging linear progress 

narratives. 

Introducing these dimensions, Indian feminist SF destabilizes Western universality and asserts 

epistemic plurality within feminist speculative studies. Ultimately, integrating Indian feminist 

speculative fiction into global scholarship necessitates a methodological shift toward pluralism. 

Recognizing multiple centers of theoretical production enriches feminist science fiction studies and 

prevents the consolidation of a singular, Western-defined canon. Indian narratives thereby reshape 

the field through epistemic diversification. 

9. Conclusion 

Indian feminist science fiction represents a critical expansion of global feminist speculative thought. 

Through ecological interdependence, intersectional awareness, and myth-technological synthesis, 

authors such as Vandana Singh and Samit Basu articulate alternative posthuman futures. Rather than 

peripheral contributions, these narratives demand central recognition within feminist science fiction 

scholarship. They reconfigure cyborg discourse by embedding technological imagination within 

caste politics, ecological vulnerability, and postcolonial modernity. 

Indian feminist speculative fiction thus emerges not as derivative but as theoretically generative 

reshaping how gender, technology, and humanity are imagined in the twenty-first century. 
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